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Abstract: This study aims to analyze the implementation of child-friendly 

Islamic education based on religious moderation at MAN 2 Pamekasan, 

focusing on learning strategies, the integration of local wisdom, and the 

reinforcement of love and tolerance values. Employing a qualitative case study 

with an ethnographic orientation, the researcher collected data through 

participatory observation, semi-structured interviews, document analysis, and 

focus group discussions (FGD). The ethnographic lens allowed the researcher 

to capture the cultural nuances, lived experiences, and symbolic practices that 

shape the madrasah’s educational environment. Findings indicate that MAN 2 

Pamekasan successfully creates a safe, inclusive, and participatory learning 

climate by combining teacher role modeling, religious habituation, and the 

integration of Madurese local wisdom, particularly the buppa’-babu’-guruh-

rato philosophy. These values are embedded into the curriculum, which 

emphasizes active student participation in dialogue, reflective learning, and 

collective practices, resulting in the internalization of moderation, love, and 

tolerance in everyday life. The findings resonate with classical theories of al-

Ghazali on adab and Ibn Khaldun on social solidarity, modern theories of Piaget 

and Vygotsky on cognitive and social interaction, and contemporary 

frameworks (2023–2025) on child-friendly learning and the Islamic pedagogy 

of care. This study contributes theoretically to the discourse on Islamic 

education based on moderation and practically to the prevention of radicalism 

and intolerance, positioning MAN 2 Pamekasan as a replicable model of 

ethnographically grounded, child-friendly Islamic education. 

Keywords: child-friendly education, religious moderation, local wisdom, 

tolerance. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

In a global context, the world of education faces serious challenges in the form of 

increasing intolerance, religious-based violence, and the weakening of humanitarian 

values among the younger generation. This phenomenon demonstrates the imbalance 
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between technological progress and the moral and spiritual maturity of modern humans. 

UNESCO, in its Kleindienst, emphasizes that education must be a vehicle for instilling the 

values of peace, humanity, and diversity through a child-friendly approach.
1

 Islamic 

education as a universal value system that teaches compassion, justice and balance has a 

strategic role in overcoming the global humanitarian crisis.
2

 In this context, child-friendly 

Islamic education is an effective means to form a generation that is faithful, sane, and able 

to live side by side in differences with an attitude of mutual respect. 

Indonesia faces similar challenges amidst its religious, cultural, and ethnic diversity. 

The government, through the Ministry of Religious Affairs and the Ministry of Education, 

Culture, Research, and Technology, has initiated the Religious Moderation Movement 

(2019–2025) as an effort to build a tolerant and inclusive national character.
3

 However, 

implementation in the field shows that there is still a gap between educational policy and 

practice. Many madrasas still focus solely on cognitive teaching without considering 

children's psychological and social needs.
4

 Furthermore, authoritarian pedagogical 

approaches are still common, limiting student participation. This underscores the need 

for a new approach that integrates religious moderation, local wisdom, and child-friendly 

concepts holistically. 

In a regional context, Madurese society possesses a rich culture and local wisdom 

that has great potential as a source of educational value. The buppa'-babu'-guruh-rato 

philosophy depicts a social ethical order that places respect, compassion, and obedience 

as the foundation of community life.
5

 These values align with the principles of Islamic 

education, which emphasize manners, justice, and compassion. At Pamekasan 2 State 

Islamic Senior High School (MAN) 2, this philosophy is integrated into religious learning 

and activities to foster mutual respect among teachers, students, and parents. This 

approach is a concrete example of child-friendly Islamic education based on local culture, 

which not only teaches religious knowledge but also builds human character. 

Previous studies by Santoso et al. and Mahrus and Afandi emphasized the 

importance of teacher role models, school environments, and religious habits in shaping 

students’ moderate and tolerant character.
6

 However, none have specifically explored 
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the integration of local cultural values into child-friendly and compassion-oriented Islamic 

education.
7

 Therefore, this study seeks to fill that research gap by examining how MAN 

2 Pamekasan integrates Madurese cultural values into learning practices that promote 

moderation, inclusivity, and empathy. 

Wulan's research on culture-based Islamic education in Islamic boarding schools 

shows that local values such as mutual cooperation and respect for teachers are able to 

strengthen moderate character.
8

 On the other hand, research by Chu et al., through 

research in public schools, found that a child-friendly approach can increase students' 

active participation and reduce verbal violence in the classroom.
9

 Both emphasized the 

importance of a safe and inclusive learning environment, but did not specifically discuss 

how local wisdom is integrated into the context of public madrasas. Therefore, this study 

seeks to provide a new perspective by examining child-friendly Islamic education based 

on ethnography at MAN 2 Pamekasan. 

Theoretically, this research is based on Al-Ghazali's theory of adab in Muhammad 

et al., which emphasizes the importance of forming noble morals through education full 

of compassion,
10

 and Ibn Khaldun's theory of social solidarity in Amin et al., which links 

education with strengthening social cohesion.
11

 Piaget's cognitive development theory 

and Vygotsky's social interaction theory in Widiastuti are used to strengthen the child-

centered pedagogical framework and emphasize collaborative learning processes.
12

 This 

integration between classical Islamic theory and modern educational theory produces a 

conceptual framework that unites religious, social, and psychological aspects in a child-

friendly and locally based Islamic educational process. 

Most previous studies on Islamic education and religious moderation have 

predominantly emphasized formal policy frameworks, curriculum design, or theoretical 

discourse, without deeply exploring how these values are practiced in real educational 

settings. There is still a lack of empirical research that connects child-friendly pedagogical 

principles with local cultural wisdom as lived experiences within Islamic schools. This 
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study seeks to fill that gap by employing an ethnographic approach to examine how 

teachers and students at MAN 2 Pamekasan embody and internalize the values of 

compassion, respect, and togetherness in daily learning practices. By uncovering the 

cultural meanings behind the buppa’-babu’-guruh-rato philosophy and its integration into 

school life, this research contributes new insights into how local cultural values can serve 

as moral and pedagogical resources for constructing a humanistic model of Islamic 

education grounded in religious moderation. 

The theoretical contribution of this research is to expand the discourse on Islamic 

education toward a more contextual, participatory, and humanistic paradigm. By 

combining classical Islamic theory and modern pedagogy, this research strengthens the 

conceptual foundation of moderate education that is relevant to the needs of the times. 

Practically, this research provides guidance for madrasas (Islamic schools) to develop 

curricula and learning strategies rooted in local culture while upholding universal Islamic 

values. The resulting educational model can be replicated in other madrasas in Indonesia 

with diverse cultural backgrounds. 

Furthermore, this research provides a strategic contribution to efforts to prevent 

radicalism and intolerance among adolescents through education. By positioning MAN 2 

Pamekasan as an empirical model, this study demonstrates that child-friendly Islamic 

education based on local wisdom can foster a moderate, character-based, and civilized 

generation. This approach emphasizes that ideal Islamic education not only produces 

students who are knowledgeable and faithful, but also civilized, empathetic, and 

respectful of diversity as a concrete manifestation of the value of rahmatan lil 'alamin 

(blessing for the universe). 

 

RESEARCH METHOD 

This research employs a qualitative approach
13

 with an ethnographically oriented 

case study design to gain an in-depth
14

 understanding of child-friendly Islamic education 

practices based on local wisdom at the State Islamic Senior High School (MAN) 2 

Pamekasan. The ethnographic approach was chosen because it enables researchers to 

capture the cultural dynamics, symbolic values, and social interactions that shape the 

educational environment of the madrasah.
15

 Data sources in this study include the 

principal, vice principals for curriculum and student affairs, Islamic education teachers 

(covering Qur’an-Hadith, Fiqh, Akidah Akhlak, and SKI subjects), guidance and counseling 

teachers, and selected students. These informants were purposively selected because 

they represent key stakeholders directly involved in the planning, implementation, and 

evaluation of child-friendly, moderation-based education in the madrasah. The 

researcher acted as the primary instrument, engaging in direct interaction and 
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observation to achieve a holistic understanding of the social, cultural, and religious 

contexts influencing the madrasah’s educational system.
 16

 

Research data was collected through four main techniques, namely participant 

observation, semi-structured interviews, document analysis, and focus group discussions 

(FGD).
17

 In-depth observations were conducted to capture the learning routines and 

religious activities at the madrasah. Interviews involved the principal, teachers, students, 

and parents to obtain diverse perspectives. Document analysis was conducted on the 

curriculum, school activity guidelines, and madrasah policies related to moderation and 

character education. The data obtained were analyzed using Miles and Huberman's 

thematic analysis technique through three stages: data reduction, data presentation, and 

conclusion drawing.
18

 Data validity is maintained through triangulation of sources and 

methods to ensure the validity of research findings.
19

 

 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

Research Result 

Implementation of Moderation Values in Learning at MAN 2 Pamekasan 

As an Islamic educational institution, MAN 2 Pamekasan places the value of religious 

moderation as a foundation in the learning process. Based on observations in the Qur'an 

and Hadith class, teachers taught verses about compassion and justice using a reflective 

approach.
20

 Teachers not only explain the meaning of the text, but also its relevance to 

students' lives. H. Arif Rifa'ie stated, "We want students to understand the meaning of the 

verse by heart, not just memorize it verbally.”
21

 Students were actively engaged in 

discussions and writing personal reflections on moderation. The lesson plan documents 

demonstrate the integration of the value of moderation into spiritual and social attitudes. 

This integration demonstrates that the madrasah has successfully connected Islamic 

teachings with the context of modern life in a harmonious and child-friendly manner.
22

 

The application of moderation is also evident in Fiqh learning through deliberation 

and case study approaches. Observations show that teachers encourage students to 

understand differences of opinion among Islamic scholars without judgment. Students are 

given the freedom to think flexibly and assess the context of Islamic law.
23

 Masrufah Ayuni 

Ningrum emphasized, "We want students to understand that differences in jurisprudence 

are a blessing, not a source of conflict.”
24

 The question-and-answer session was lively and 
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demonstrated mutual respect among students. Based on the document study, the Fiqh 

course material includes specific indicators on respect for the diversity of schools of 

thought.
25

 This approach demonstrates the madrasa's systematic efforts to teach the 

values of togetherness and respect for differences. 

Aqidah and Akhlak teachers also play a crucial role in instilling the value of 

moderation through role models and ethical dialogue. Observations show that teachers 

interact with students patiently and gently, even when reprimanding them for mistakes.
26

 

Moh. Ali Jinnah explained, "Akhlak (Morals) are not taught through commands, but 

through consistent example.”
27

 Students appeared enthusiastic about participating in the 

learning process and demonstrated behavioral changes toward greater politeness. 

Character evaluation documents showed an increase in scores on empathy and 

tolerance.
28

 This humanistic approach is an important part of building a friendly learning 

climate and fostering moral awareness. 

The leadership of the madrasah principal is a key factor in directing a culture of 

moderation in schools. Observations of teacher meetings indicate that learning policies 

are directed at strengthening religious moderation.
29

 Muhammad Kholish said, “We 

ensure that moderation becomes the identity of the madrasa, not just a temporary 

program.”
30

 Madrasas regularly hold teacher training on the values of moderation and 

character education. The 2023–2025 Madrasah Development Plan (RPM) documents list 

religious moderation as a key pillar of the educational vision.
31

 This policy strengthens the 

madrasah's commitment to building a peaceful and tolerant learning atmosphere. 

The value of moderation is also integrated into general subjects such as Civics and 

Indonesian. Observations show that teachers use diversity themes to hone students' 

social awareness.
32

 Khairul Anam stated, "Moderation is not only the property of religious 

studies, but is the spirit of all fields of knowledge.”
33

 Students are encouraged to write 

essays on the importance of respecting differences and engaging in polite dialogue. 

Curriculum documents indicate that the values of moderation are a cross-curricular 

competency.
34

 This effort demonstrates the madrasa's commitment to building 

moderation as a culture of student thinking. 

Overall results indicate that learning at MAN 2 Pamekasan has thoroughly 

internalized the values of religious moderation. Observations show that teachers act as 

role models in teaching balance, compassion, and tolerance.
35

 Halimatus Sa'diyah 

emphasized, "We want students to grow into knowledgeable and civilized people who 
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love peace.”
36

 Document studies and interviews show that the value of moderation has 

become the core of the madrasah's identity.
37

 This implementation makes MAN 2 

Pamekasan an example of inclusive and character-based Islamic education. 

Based on research results, the implementation of religious moderation values at 

MAN 2 Pamekasan has been proven to be comprehensive through the synergy between 

madrasah policies, teacher role models, and active student participation. The values of 

balance, tolerance, and respect for differences have been successfully integrated into all 

subjects, both religious and general. Teachers practice moderation not only as a concept, 

but as a way of life exemplified by students every day. The curriculum documents 

demonstrate the madrasah's strong commitment to moderation-based education.
38

 

Halimatus Sa'diyah said, "We want moderation to become a culture, not a slogan.”
39

 Thus, 

MAN 2 Pamekasan has succeeded in realizing Islamic education that is balanced between 

faith, knowledge, and humanity, while also becoming a model for the real implementation 

of religious moderation in the state madrasa environment. 

 

Integrating Madurese Local Wisdom into Child-Friendly Education 

As an institution rooted in local culture, MAN 2 Pamekasan has adopted the values 

of buppa'-babu'-guruh-rato in school life. Observations show that students are 

accustomed to greeting teachers politely, helping their peers, and respecting school 

regulations.
40

 Muhammad Kholish explained, "We make Madurese values of respect and 

compassion the soul of education.”
41

 Students are seen maintaining social relationships 

politely and supporting each other. The madrasah's code of conduct document 

emphasizes that respectful and empathetic behavior is part of the core values of character 

education.
42

 This shows that local wisdom has become a natural tool for shaping students' 

personalities. 

Cultural values also form the basis of guidance and counseling (BK) services 

implemented in madrasas. Observations show that BK teachers use polite Madurese 

language to build emotional closeness.
43

 Ms. Zubaidah explained, "The cultural approach 

helps students feel safe to share their stories without fear of judgment." Counseling is 

conducted in a family-like atmosphere, emphasizing dialogue and emotional 

understanding. The guidance document for guidance and counseling lists the values of 

"tolerance, patience, and mutual respect" as a typical madrasah approach.
44

 Pendekatan 

ini menjadikan pendidikan karakter terasa alami dan menyentuh. 

In Islamic Cultural History (ISCR) lessons, teachers connect Islamic teachings with 

Madurese cultural values to strengthen students' identities. Khairul Anam explained, "We 
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want students to know that Islam and local culture can work together, not in conflict.”
45

 

Observations show that students are very active when comparing the stories of classical 

Islamic figures with local Madurese figures.
46

 The RPP document shows a special column 

for “strengthening local values” in each theme.
47

 This integration forms an inclusive 

understanding and respects cultural differences. 

The use of local language and symbols in learning also strengthens the relationship 

between teachers and students. Observations show that typical Madurese greetings 

create a friendly classroom atmosphere.
48

 Masrufah Ayuni Ningrum said, "Regional 

languages are not just a means of communication, but also a way of showing affection.”
49

 

Students become more confident in speaking and expressing their opinions. Teacher 

reflection documents show increased student participation after implementing this 

cultural linguistic approach. 

Local wisdom values are also developed through extracurricular activities such as 

"Cultural Madrasah" and "Child-Friendly Madrasah." Observations show students 

performing Madurese theater and music with a peace theme.
50

 Halimatus Sa'diyah said, 

"Culture is our way of instilling tolerance without coercion.”
51

 The madrasah's annual 

program document lists this activity as part of culture-based character education.
52

 This 

shows that local wisdom is not only taught, but is lived together by all members of the 

madrasah. 

Data triangulation reveals that local culture is a key force in shaping child-friendly 

character. Moh. Abdul Ghaffar emphasized, "Madurese culture serves as a bridge 

between Islamic values and students' real lives.”
53

 Observations show that students are 

becoming more disciplined, polite, and respectful of each other. Curriculum documents 

show that local wisdom has been integrated into all school activities.
54

 This madrasah is 

an example of how culture can strengthen humanistic and deeply rooted Islamic 

education. 

The research results show that Madurese local wisdom, especially the buppa'-

babu'-guruh-rato philosophy, has been deeply internalized in the education system at 

MAN 2 Pamekasan. Cultural values such as respect, politeness, empathy, and mutual 

cooperation form the basis for student character formation. Through integration in 

learning, counseling services, and extracurricular activities, the madrasah is able to bridge 

Islamic teachings with the socio-cultural context of Madurese society. H. Arif Rifa'ie 

emphasized, "Local wisdom keeps our education rooted and does not lose its identity.”
55

 

Curriculum documents and activity guides demonstrate consistency in the application of 
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cultural values.
56

 Overall, local wisdom is not only a complement, but also a foundation 

that strengthens the identity of child-friendly Islamic education that is relevant to local 

humanitarian and spiritual values. 

 

Strategies for Strengthening Love and Tolerance in the Madrasah Environment 

As part of its character education program, MAN 2 Pamekasan developed a 

strategy to strengthen love and tolerance through religious activities. Observations of the 

Friday Blessings activities showed students actively sharing food and helping the 

surrounding community.
57

 H. Arif Rifa'ie stated, "True worship is when we love humans 

as we love God.”
58

 A strong sense of mutual cooperation and empathy is evident among 

students. The madrasah's work program document emphasizes social activities as an 

instrument for developing a compassionate character.
59

 

Learning Aqidah Akhlak also functions as a medium for cultivating love and 

tolerance through exemplary stories. Observations show that teachers use stories of the 

Prophet's companions who are loving and forgiving.
60

 Moh. Ali Jinnah said, "Stories are a 

mirror of values; through them children learn to touch the heart, not just logic.”
61

 

Students actively engage in reflective discussions, attempting to connect these values to 

the realities of school. Character assessment documents show an increase in students' 

empathetic behavior in the last semester. 

Counseling services are an integral part of maintaining harmony among students. 

Observations show that guidance counselors act as calming mediators.
62

 Mrs. Zubaidah 

said, "We teach students to make peace with themselves first, then with others.”
63

 The 

warm atmosphere of the counseling room strengthens students' sense of security and 

allows them to open up. Guidance and counseling report documents show a decrease in 

conflict cases after the empathetic approach was implemented.
64

 

The "Student Moderation Dialogue" activity is also an important strategy in 

developing a tolerant attitude. Observations show discussion forums involving students 

from various departments discussing the topic of diversity.
65

 Halimatus Sa'diyah 

emphasized, "We want students to be critical but still polite.”
66

 Students engaged in 

respectful dialogue despite differing opinions. Activity documents noted increased 

student participation and recommended the development of cross-cultural topics. 

The peaceful madrasah culture is concrete evidence of the success of the love and 

tolerance strategy. Observations show that students help each other, teachers gently 
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reprimand each other, and communication between members of the school community 

is positive. Moh. Abdul Ghaffar stated, "Love and tolerance are not theories here, but 

everyday life.”
67

 The results of interviews and documents show that the value of 

compassion has become part of the social identity of the madrasah. 

Overall, the strategy of love and tolerance has become a hallmark of MAN 2 

Pamekasan. Field observations demonstrate a harmonious and respectful teacher-

student relationship. Muhammad Kholish emphasized, "We want this madrasah to 

produce a generation that is knowledgeable, empathetic, and peace-loving." The school's 

policy document supports this statement through the vision of "A Humanist and 

Moderate Madrasah."
68

 This finding shows the success of madrasas in integrating Islamic, 

humanitarian and cultural values comprehensively. 

Based on the research results, the strategy for strengthening love and tolerance at 

MAN 2 Pamekasan is implemented systematically and sustainably through religious 

activities, thematic learning, empathetic counseling, and student dialogue. The values of 

compassion and tolerance are not merely learning materials, but rather a culture of life 

practiced daily at the madrasah. Muhammad Kholish emphasized, "We want students to 

learn to love, not just understand love.”
69

 Observations indicate a peaceful, warm, and 

respectful school climate for diversity. The school's policy document supports this 

strategy through its vision of a "Humanist and Moderate Madrasah." Thus, MAN 2 

Pamekasan has successfully built an Islamic educational environment that fosters 

empathy, compassion, and social peace as the primary foundation for preventing 

radicalism and intolerance among the younger generation. 

 

Discussion 

This discussion section serves to critically interpret the research findings by linking 

the empirical results at MAN 2 Pamekasan to relevant theoretical frameworks and 

scientific concepts. The main objective of this section is to explain in depth how the 

implementation of child-friendly Islamic education based on local wisdom is able to realize 

the values of moderation, love, and tolerance in the context of madrasah education. The 

analysis is conducted through an interdisciplinary theoretical approach that includes the 

perspectives of Islamic pedagogy, social development theory, and local cultural studies. 

Thus, this discussion not only answers the research problem formulation but also 

attempts to build a new theoretical construct of moderate Islamic education that is 

humanistic and contextual. The main focus of the analysis covers three dimensions: (1) 

the implementation of child-friendly Islamic education and the value of religious 

moderation; (2) the integration of Madurese local wisdom as the basis for contextual 

Islamic education; and (3) strengthening love and tolerance as the foundation of 

moderation practices in the madrasah environment. 

 

 

 
67

 Moh. Abdul Ghaffar, wawancara di Ruang Guru, 04 Oktober 2025 

68
 Dokumen Buku Pedoman Akademik MAN 2 Pamekasan 

69
 Muhammad Kholish, wawancara di ruang kepala Madrasah, 03 Oktober 2025 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Child-Friendly Islamic Education Based on Local Wisdom 
Ach. Sayyi, et.al  – Institut Al-Khairat Pamekasan 

 

 

  

Child-Friendly Islamic Education and the Implementation of Religious Moderation Values 

Research findings indicate that child-friendly Islamic education at MAN 2 

Pamekasan is realized through learning that emphasizes dialogue, respect for differences, 

and teacher role models. This concept aligns with Piaget's theory, as cited by M. Badakar 

et al., on the importance of social interaction in children's cognitive development.
70

 and 

Vygotsky's theory in Anik Widiastuti et al., regarding the zone of proximal development, 

where the learning process is enriched through interaction with a supportive 

environment.
71

 Teachers at MAN 2 Pamekasan do not position themselves as absolute 

authorities, but rather as facilitators who guide students empathetically. This 

demonstrates that a humanistic approach to Islamic education can coexist with 

theological values rooted in the principle of moderation. 

The application of religious moderation is also based on al-Ghazali's views in Hajam 

et al., regarding adab al-ta'allum, which emphasizes the balance between knowledge, 

morals and spirituality.
72

 These values also resonate with Quraish Shihab's ideas in 

Sulaiman and Yusuf regarding Islamic moderation that prioritizes justice and compassion 

in social relations.
73

 Field findings indicate that teachers internalize these values through 

contextual learning that connects religious texts to everyday life. Thus, education at this 

madrasah not only develops cognitive intelligence but also fosters empathy and moral 

responsibility in students. 

Moderation-based learning strategies at MAN 2 Pamekasan can also be understood 

through the social constructivism approach proposed by Bruner and Vygotsky in Ferianto 

et al.
74

 Students don't just passively receive information, but construct knowledge through 

social experiences and shared reflection. Teachers encourage students to analyze 

differing views of scholars scientifically, not dogmatically. This approach strengthens 

critical thinking skills while instilling the value of tolerance. This is consistent with 

Noddings's idea in The Challenge to Care in Schools, that education must be oriented 

toward an ethic of care, not just academic achievement.
75

 

In practice, the application of this moderation value contributes to the creation of 

a safe, inclusive, and participatory learning climate. Teachers act as role models of 

moderate behavior, as emphasized by Bandura's theory in Sayyi and Fithriyah's social 

learning theory, which states that students imitate the positive behavior displayed by 
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figures they respect.
76

 This phenomenon also supports the research results of Sahrowi et 

al., who found that teacher role models were the main factor in forming moderate 

character in madrasas.
77

 Thus, the approach to religious moderation at MAN 2 

Pamekasan emphasizes the importance of teachers as the center of transformation of 

Islamic values that are rahmatan lil 'alamin. 

The relationship between child-friendly education and moderation also shows 

relevance to the Islamic pedagogy of care developed by Fithriyah et al., namely an Islamic 

education model that emphasizes compassion, respect for individuals, and the creation 

of learning spaces that support spiritual development.
78

 This is in line with the research 

results of Imroatul Husna et al., which confirms that the implementation of a child-friendly 

approach strengthens humanist values in Islamic education.
79

 MAN 2 Pamekasan shows 

that Islamic education can build moderate awareness without abandoning sharia 

principles, by fostering compassion and empathy through learning practices. 

Overall, the analysis shows that MAN 2 Pamekasan has successfully developed a 

child-friendly Islamic education model based on moderation that is contextual and 

applicable. The integration of social development theory, the ethics of care, and classical 

Islamic values produces a new synthesis of moderate Islamic education based on 

compassion. This madrasah has proven that religious moderation is not only a national 

policy but also a real practice that shapes students' inclusive, tolerant, and civilized 

personalities. 

 

Madurese Local Wisdom as the Basis for Contextual Islamic Education 

Research findings indicate that the buppa'-babu'-guruh-rato philosophy serves as a 

moral and social foundation internalized in educational life at MAN 2 Pamekasan. This 

aligns with Geertz's theory of local wisdom in Hua Cai, which states that local culture 

functions as a system of meaning that guides the social behavior of the community.
80

 The 

value of respect for parents, teachers and leaders forms a harmonious moral structure in 

madrasa life. In the context of Islamic education, this is also in line with the concept of 
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uswah hasanah as taught in the QS. Al-Ahzab: 21. Thus, the integration of local culture in 

Islamic education becomes an effective means of building students' character and moral 

identity. 

The integration of local culture in Islamic education can also be explained through 

Fitzhugh's Cultural Ecology Steward theory, which emphasizes the reciprocal relationship 

between cultural values and the education system.
81

 Teachers at MAN 2 Pamekasan 

adapted Madurese language, symbols, and values in their learning to strengthen students' 

emotional connection to their environment. These findings align with research by Subekti 

and Hilmy, which confirmed that local culture-based education can increase the relevance 

of Islamic values to students' social lives.
82

 Thus, madrasas become spaces where local 

religious and cultural values interact productively. 

Values such as courtesy, mutual cooperation, and respect are at the heart of this 

madrasa's child-friendly approach. This concept aligns with Putnam's Social Capital 

theory, as cited in Hoon Chung, which emphasizes the importance of trust, social 

networks, and norms of reciprocity in building a healthy community.
83

 Teachers and 

students at MAN 2 Pamekasan practice social solidarity through collective activities such 

as “Cultural Madrasah” and “Child-Friendly Madrasah.” These results are in line with 

research by Masrufah et al., which states that the integration of the concepts of ta’dib and 

local wisdom can strengthen social capital in the context of character-based education.
84

 

From an Islamic perspective, strengthening local values is also in line with the views 

of Ibn Khaldun in Arifin et al., regarding the importance of social solidarity (ashabiyyah) in 

maintaining the moral order of society.
85

 The values inherited from local Madurese 

culture strengthen relationships among madrasa members, creating a balance between 

authority and compassion. This is supported by Azra's findings in Sayyi et al., which state 

that contextual Islamic education in Indonesia needs to be rooted in local culture to 

maintain a balance between tradition and modernity.
86

 

Conceptually, the practice at MAN 2 Pamekasan shows that Islamic education 

based on local wisdom is not only a cultural adaptation strategy, but also a form of 
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contextual Islamic pedagogy.
87

 This approach allows students to understand religious 

teachings within their own social and cultural context, making Islamic values more alive 

and grounded. This approach demonstrates that cultural and religious integration can 

strengthen students' identities while preventing the alienation of spiritual values in the 

modern era. 

Analytically, the research results confirm that MAN 2 Pamekasan has successfully 

developed an Islamic education model based on local wisdom that is humanistic, spiritual, 

and contextual. Through the integration of cultural values and Islamic teachings, this 

madrasah not only transmits knowledge but also transforms humanitarian values into 

educational practices that shape students with character, empathy, and rooted in their 

own culture. 

 

Strengthening Love and Tolerance as the Foundation of Religious Moderation 

The research results show that love and tolerance are two key values in shaping a 

culture of peace at MAN 2 Pamekasan. This concept aligns with Noddings' Ethic of Care 

theory in Huo and Jonston, which emphasizes the importance of caring as the core of 

moral education,
88

 and the Humanistic Education theory by Maslow in Feigenbaum which 

places affection as a basic need in the learning process.
89

 Teachers and students build 

empathy for each other through social activities such as "Blessed Friday" and "Social 

Assistance." This also relates to the concept of ta'awun in Islam, which teaches 

cooperation and mutual assistance among fellow human beings. 

In the context of Islam, the value of love (mahabbah) from the perspective of 

Rabi'ah al-Adawiyah in Abitolkha and Muvid is a manifestation of Allah's compassion 

(rahmah), which is the basis of peaceful social relations.
90

 H. Arif Rifa'ie emphasized that 

learning the Qur'an and Hadith at MAN 2 Pamekasan fosters a sense of love between 

individuals as a form of worship.
91

 This theory is in line with the views of Jalaluddin Rumi 

in Shadiqin et al., who calls love a spiritual energy that unites humans with God and each 

other.
92

 Thus, love in the context of Islamic education is not only an emotional value, but 

a transformative force that shapes students' morals and personalities.
93

 

The formation of tolerance in this madrasa also reflects the theory of Religious 

Pluralism by Diana Eck in Considine, which emphasizes that diversity must be seen as an 
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opportunity to understand the universal meaning of humanity.
94

 Halimatus Sa'diyah said 

that students are trained to have polite and critical dialogue, not to argue emotionally.
95

 

This is in line with the research results of Ismail et al., which shows that cross-view 

dialogue in Islamic education can foster empathy and prevent radicalism among 

students.
96

 

Counseling activities at MAN 2 Pamekasan also strengthen interpersonal tolerance 

among students. The guidance counselor uses a reflective approach oriented toward 

emotional healing, in line with Rogers' theory in Hlavek and Feldwisch regarding the 

person-centered approach, which places empathy at the core of educational 

relationships.
97

 The results of this study also support the findings of Nofi and Fithriyah, 

who stated that empathetic counseling based on Islamic values is able to reduce conflict 

and increase students' social sensitivity.
98

 Madrasah thus becomes a space for the 

formation of spiritual awareness with a social dimension. 

The implementation of the love and tolerance strategy at MAN 2 Pamekasan 

demonstrates that Islamic education can be an instrument for preventing radicalism 

through the internalization of the value of compassion. This approach aligns with the 

Peace Education theory by Harris and Morrison in Kemala et al., which emphasizes the 

importance of empathy and peaceful resolution in the education system.
99

 The results of 

field research show that students not only understand the value of tolerance cognitively, 

but also live it in social action. 

Synthetically, the strengthening of love and tolerance at MAN 2 Pamekasan is proof 

that Islamic education is capable of going beyond the formal boundaries of the curriculum, 

towards the formation of deep spiritual and social awareness. This madrasah has 

combined theological, cultural, and psychological dimensions in educational practice, 

resulting in a model of Islamic pedagogy of compassion (an educational approach that 

bases teaching on respect in the Madurese tradition of "buppa'-babu'-guruh-rato" and the 

values of estoh (compassion), and empathy based on local wisdom) that is contextual, 

empathetic, and relevant for today's generation.. 
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CONCLUSION   

Based on the research results and discussions that have been conducted, it can be 

concluded that child-friendly Islamic education based on local wisdom at MAN 2 

Pamekasan has been successfully implemented comprehensively through the integration 

of religious moderation values, Madurese cultural wisdom, and the strengthening of love 

and tolerance in all aspects of education. This approach creates a safe, inclusive, and 

humanistic learning ecosystem, where students are positioned as active subjects in the 

process of character and spirituality formation. The traditional values of the Madurese 

structure of respect "buppa'-babu'-guruh-rato" and the values of estoh (compassion), and 

empathy based on local wisdom) not only function as cultural norms, but become 

pedagogical instruments that strengthen the relationship between Islamic teachings and 

students' social realities. Teachers' exemplary behavior, compassion-based activities, and 

madrasah policies oriented towards religious moderation have proven effective in 

fostering attitudes of empathy, respect, and open-mindedness. These findings confirm 

that Islamic education grounded in local culture and universal humanitarian values is 

capable of producing a generation that is knowledgeable, civilized, and peace-loving. 

Theoretically, this research enriches the discourse on Islamic pedagogy of care and 

contextual Islamic education, while practically, the educational model implemented at 

MAN 2 Pamekasan can be replicated as a strategic approach to prevent intolerance, 

strengthen religious moderation, and foster a harmonious national character within the 

framework of diversity. However, future research is recommended to explore the 

application of this model in other Islamic educational institutions with different socio-

cultural contexts and to examine its effectiveness through quantitative or mixed-method 

approaches, in order to gain a more comprehensive understanding of how child-friendly 

Islamic education contributes to the development of moderate and tolerant character 

across various educational levels. 
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